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DETAILED ACTION 



Election/Restrictions 

1 . Examination of claims 1 -3, 8, 1 6-1 9, 29-32, 37, 54-56, and 59 was provided in 
the last Office action. In light applicants arguments in the reply filed June 14, 2005, with 
respect to Fig. 2 and claims 5-7, 20, 21, 33-36, and 57 being treated as withdrawn due 
to reciting features not shown in Fig. 1, Fig. 2 is hereby rejoined with Fig. 1 and are now 
considered to represent one species and contain features recited in claims 5-7, 20, 21 , 
33-36, and 57. Examination of claims 5-7, 20, 21 , 33-36, and 57 along with claims 1-3, 
8, 16-19, 29-32, 37, 54-56, and 59 and is provided below. 

2. In response to applicant's arguments regarding the withdrawal of claim 4, lens 
tube 103 illustrated in Figs. 1 and 2 can only be positioned between 0 and 90 degrees 
and not between 0 and 180 degrees with respect to swivel base 105. The lens tube 103 
cannot be positioned at any angle greater than 90 degrees or between 90 and 180 
degrees with respect to swivel base 105. The embodiment with the lens tube positioned 
between 0 and 180 degrees is not shown according to pg. 4, paragraph [0023] of 
applicant's specification. Therefore, claim 4 is considered to be directed to a non- 
elected species and will remain withdrawn. 

3. Claims 8 has been amended to now recite, "a light source separate from the 
lens, said light source being disposed on an exterior of said housing so as to provide 
light around an area of said housing" and claim 9, similarly now recites, "coupling a light 
source to an exterior of said housing". A drawing objection was made for not illustrating 
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the light source recited in claims 8 and 37. Applicant states, on pg. 16, under 
DRAWINGS of the REMARKS, the claimed light source is illustrated as element (192) in 
Fig. 10 and is described as such in the corresponding text of the application. It is noted 
that Fig. 10 corresponds to a non-elected species. Therefore claims 8 and 37 are 
treated as claims drawn to a non-elected species and are hereby withdrawn. 

4. Claim 58, which depends upon independent claim 54 and recites " a light source 
means, said light source means associated with said housing means", which was 
similarly and previously recited in now amended claims 8 and 37, was inadvertently 
withdrawn and is now hereby treated as an "elected" claim. 

5. Applicant's election, with traverse, of Fig. 1, corresponding to claims 1-8, 12-21, 
29-37, 55-59, 61 , and 62 in the reply filed on November 22, 2004 and June 14, 2005 is 
again acknowledged. The traversal is on the ground(s) that no explanation, reasons 
and/or examples to support the conclusion that each of Figs. 1-12 illustrates or 
represents patently distinct species. As stated above, Figs. 1 and 2 have been rejoined 
and now represent one species therefore, 1 1 species are now present. In response, 
some species, for example, require a search for a lens tube that swivels with respect to 
the housing, whereas other species do not require a search for this feature. 

The requirement is still deemed proper and is therefore made FINAL. 
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Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments with respect to the rejection of claims 1 -3, 5-7, 16-21, 29- 
36, 54-59, and 63 have been considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of 
rejection. 

Drawings 

The drawings are objected to under 37 CFR 1 .83(a). The drawings must show 
every feature of the invention specified in the claims. Therefore, the "circuitry 
configured to generate an image" recited in claim 54 and the "light source 
means... associated with said housing means" recited in claim 58 must be shown in the 
"elected" species or the feature(s) canceled from the claim(s). No new matter should be 
entered. 

Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d) are required in 
reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. Any amended 
replacement drawing sheet should include all of the figures appearing on the immediate 
prior version of the sheet, even if only one figure is being amended. The figure or figure 
number of an amended drawing should not be labeled as "amended." If a drawing figure 
is to be canceled, the appropriate figure must be removed from the replacement sheet, 
and where necessary, the remaining figures must be renumbered and appropriate 
changes made to the brief description of the several views of the drawings for 
consistency. Additional replacement sheets may be necessary to show the renumbering 
of the remaining figures. Each drawing sheet submitted after the filing date of an 
application must be labeled in the top margin as either "Replacement Sheet" or "New 
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Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .121(d). If the changes are not accepted by the examiner, 
the applicant will be notified and informed of any required corrective action in the next 
Office action. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

1 . Claims 1-3, 5-7, 1 7-21 , 29-31 , 33-36, and 54-58 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Na (U.S. Patent No. 5,788,355). 

Regarding claim 1, Na discloses a projector (see FIGS. 2-5), comprising: a 
housing (see 10 of FIGS. 2-4) for housing circuitry configured to generate an image (the 
"circuitry" is not positively recited as part of the "projector", nor is "an image" and 
therefore does not further limit the "projector". In addition, projectors are considered to 
have some sort of circuitry to function, therefore, the "projector" of FIGS. 2-5 is 
considered to have circuitry that is capable of being configured to generate an image), 
said housing including a bottom surface (see bottom surface of 10 in FIGS. 2-4); a lens 
(see 1 1 of FIGS. 2-4) configured to focus and project said image (the "projector" has a 
"lens" 1 1 , which is a projection lens, therefore the lens is considered to be capable of 
being configured to focus and project an image); and a swivel base (see 45 of FIGS. 2 
and 3) coupled to said bottom surface of said housing; wherein said lens is aimed in a 
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horizontal plane by swiveling said housing on said swivel base (see axis and rotation 
direction arrow at top of "housing" 10 in FIG. 2). 

Regarding claim 2, Na discloses a lens tube (also see 1 1 in FIGS. 2-4) 
containing said lens; a lens track (see 27 and 28 in FIGS. 2-4) on said housing; wherein 
said lens tube is configured to translate along said lens track to vertically position said 
lens (see movement of element 12, which holds "lens tube" 1 1 , relative to "lens track" 
27 and 28 in FIGS. 2-4). 

Regarding claim 3, Na discloses wherein said lens tube is configured to translate 
along said lens track such that said lens is vertically positioned at an angle between 0 
and 90 degrees with respect to said swivel base (for example, see 01 in FIG. 3). 

Regarding claim 5, Na discloses wherein said translation of said lens tube along 
said lens track is motorized (see function of 26 in FIGS. 3-5). 

Regarding claim 6, Na discloses wherein said swiveling of said housing is 
motorized (see function of 46 in FIGS. 3-5). 

Regarding claim 7, Na wherein said swivel base is configured to be coupled to a 
ceiling ("swivel base" 45 has a flat surface, so it is considered to be configured to be 
coupled to the ceiling). 

Regarding claim 16, Na discloses wherein said housing is configured to swivel 
360 degrees in said horizontal plane (also see axis and rotation direction arrow at top of 
"housing" 10 in FIG. 2). 
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Regarding claim 17, Na discloses where said image comprises a video image 
(As previously stated with respect to claim 1 , the "image" is not positively recited and 
therefore does not further limit the claim. In addition, since the "projector" of FIGS. 2-5 
is considered to have circuitry that is capable of being configured to generate an image, 
it is considered capable of being configured to generate a "video" image as well). 

Regarding claim 18, Na discloses wherein said image comprises a still image (As 
previously stated with respect to claim 1 , the "image" is not positively recited and 
therefore does not further limit the claim. In addition, since the "projector" of FIGS. 2-5 
is considered to have circuitry that is capable of being configured to generate an image, 
it is considered capable of being configured to generate a "still" image as well). 

Regarding claim 20, Na discloses a motor (see 46 of FIG. 3-5) for moving said 
housing on said swivel base. 

Regarding claim 21, Na discloses a detente mechanism (see 44, 46a, 46, and 47 
in FIGS. 3-4, these elements are considered to be capable of inhibiting movement of 
"housing" 10 with respect to "swivel base" 45) between said housing and said swivel 
base to inhibit movement of said housing with respect to said swivel base. 

Regarding claim 29-31 and 33-36, the "method of making a projector" is similarly 
met by the features and functions of the above-mentioned elements for the "projector" of 
claims 1-3, 5-7, 16, 18, 20, and 21 . As stated above, with respect to the "circuitry" and 
"an image" of claim 1 , the "circuitry" and "an image" recited in claim 29, are not 
positively recited and therefore does not further limit the method step of providing a 
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"housing" in the "method of making a projector". In addition, projectors are considered 
to have some sort of circuitry to function, therefore, the "projector" of FIGS. 2-5 is 
considered to have circuitry that is capable of being configured to generate an image. 

Regarding claims 54-57, the "projector" is similarly met by the above-mentioned 
elements for the "projector" of claims 1-3, 5-7, 1 6, 18, 20, and 21 . With respect to the 
"circuitry configured to generate an image" recited in claim 54, "an image" is not 
positively recited and does not further limit the claim. In addition, projectors are 
considered to have some type of circuitry in order to function, therefore the "projector" of 
FIGS. 2-5 of Na is considered to have circuitry that is capable of being configured to 
generated an image. 

Regarding claim 58, Na discloses a light source means, said light source means 
associated with said housing means (see light source in col. 2, lines 35-43). 

2. Claims 1 , 7, 1 6, 1 7-21 , 29, 32, 35, 36, 54, 57-59, and 63 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipate by Lloyd (UK Patent No. 2355080). 

Regarding claim 1, Lloyd discloses a projector (see Figures 1-4), comprising: a 
housing (see 1 and 3 of Figures 1-4) for housing circuitry configured to generate an 
image, said housing including a bottom surface (see 1 of Fig. 3); a lens (see 27 of 
Figure 4) configured to focus and project said image; and a swivel base (see Figures 1 
and 2) coupled to said bottom surface of said housing; wherein said lens is aimed in a 
horizontal plane by swiveling said housing on said swivel base (see pg. 4, lines 3-5). 
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Regarding claim 7, Lloyd discloses wherein said swivel base is configured to be 
coupled to a ceiling ("swivel base" 5 has a flat surface, so it is considered to be 
configured to be coupled to the ceiling). 

Regarding claim 16, Lloyd discloses wherein said housing is configured to swivel 
360 degrees in said horizontal plane ("housing" 1 , 3 can be rotated or swiveled on 
"base" 5, so it is considered to be configured to swivel 360 degrees in the horizontal 
plane). 

Regarding claim 17, Lloyd discloses wherein said image comprises a video 
image (the "projector" of Figures 1-4 is configured to generated an image, therefore is 
considered capable of being configured to generated a "video" image as well). 

Regarding claim 18, Lloyd discloses wherein said image comprises a still image 
the "projector" of Figures 1-4 is configured to generated an image, therefore is 
considered capable of being configured to generated a "video" image as well). 

Regarding claim 19, Lloyd discloses wherein said housing is hemispherically 
shaped (see shape of "housing" 1, 3 in Figures 1-4). 

Regarding claim 21, Lloyd discloses further comprising a detente mechanism 
between said housing and said swivel base to inhibit movement of said housing with 
respect to said swivel base (see indentations on pg. 4, lines 5-7 - movement of the 
lower portion is considered to be inhibited while positioned in the several indentations). 
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Regarding claims 29, 35, and 36, the "method of making a projector" is similarly 
met by the features and functions of the above-mentioned elements for the "projector" of 
claims 1, 7, and 21. 

Regarding claim 32, Lloyd discloses comprising configuring said lens tube and 
said housing to be controlled manually ("lens tube" 27 and "housing" 1 , 3 are considered 
to be configured to be controlled manually; also see pg. 4, lines 3-7 and pg. 6, lines 24- 
26; and also see rotation of element 9, which lens 27 is attached to, between the two 
positions illustrated in Figures 1 and 2). 

Regarding claims 54 and 57, the "projector" is similarly met by the above- 
mentioned elements for the "projector" of claims 1 and 7. 

Regarding claim 58, Lloyd a light source means, said light source means 
associated with said housing means (see 29 of Figure 4). 

Regarding claim 59, Lloyd discloses said means for rotating are configured to be 
manually controlled ("housing" 1 , 3 is considered to be configured to be manually 
rotated). 

Regarding claim 63, Lloyd discloses wherein said housing is a hemisphere (see 
shape of "housing" 1 , 3 in Figs. 1-4) that swivels on said base about an axis that is 
normal to said bottom surface of said hemispheric housing and passes through a center 
of said swivel base (see function of 1 , 3 in Figures 1-4). 
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Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

1 . Yamamoto (U.S. Patent No. 5,459,539), Optical Projection Apparatus. 

2. Harada (U.S. Design Patent No. D378.096), Apparatus for Projecting Video 
Images. 

3. Ohshima et al. (U.S. Design Patent No. D489.390), Liquid Crystal Projector. 

4. Hara et al. (U.S. Patent Application Publication No. 2004/01252343), Projection 
Type Display Device. 

5. Lloyd (U.S. Patent No. 6,769,778), Slide Projector. 

6. Kokin et al. (U.S. Patent Application Publication No. 2005/0012909), Projection 
System with Flexible Orientation. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Rochelle Blackman whose telephone number is (571 ) 
272-21 13. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:00-4:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Judy Nguyen can be reached on (571) 272-2258. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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